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September	
  18,	
  2013	
  
	
  
Jeff	
  Bond,	
  Community	
  Development	
  Director	
  
City	
  of	
  Albany	
  
1000	
  San	
  Pablo	
  Avenue	
  
Albany,	
  CA	
  	
  94706	
  
	
  
RE:	
  CITY	
  OF	
  ALBANY	
  HOUSING	
  ELEMENT	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mr.	
  Jeff	
  Bond,	
  
	
  
Urban	
  Habitat	
  builds	
  power	
  in	
  low-­‐income	
  communities	
  and	
  communities	
  of	
  
color	
  by	
  combining	
  education,	
  advocacy,	
  research	
  and	
  coalition	
  building	
  to	
  
advance	
  environmental,	
  economic	
  and	
  social	
  justice	
  in	
  the	
  Bay	
  Area.	
  We	
  
envision	
  a	
  society	
  where	
  all	
  people	
  live	
  in	
  economically	
  and	
  environmentally	
  
healthy	
  neighborhoods.	
  Clean	
  air,	
  land	
  and	
  water	
  are	
  recognized	
  as	
  
fundamental	
  human	
  rights.	
  Effective	
  public	
  transportation	
  and	
  land-­‐use	
  
planning	
  connect	
  people	
  to	
  the	
  resources,	
  opportunities	
  and	
  services	
  to	
  thrive.	
  
And	
  affordable	
  housing	
  provides	
  a	
  healthy	
  and	
  safe	
  home	
  for	
  all.	
  	
  
	
  
Urban	
  Habitat	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  commend	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  Albany	
  for	
  committing	
  to	
  the	
  
city’s	
  current	
  Housing	
  Element	
  process.	
  The	
  Housing	
  Element	
  is	
  a	
  crucial	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  city’s	
  General	
  Plan	
  and	
  will	
  help	
  the	
  city	
  plan	
  for	
  future	
  housing	
  needs	
  as	
  
new	
  and	
  existing	
  residents	
  move	
  into	
  Albany	
  or	
  as	
  existing	
  Albany	
  households	
  
continue	
  to	
  grow.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  especially	
  true	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  recent	
  events	
  surrounding	
  
the	
  Albany’s	
  need	
  to	
  support	
  homeless	
  residents	
  at	
  the	
  Albany	
  Bulb.	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  Housing	
  Element	
  process,	
  Albany	
  is	
  required	
  to	
  identify	
  sites	
  for	
  the	
  
development	
  of	
  homeless	
  shelters	
  and	
  transitional	
  housing,	
  and	
  hopefully	
  this	
  
process	
  can	
  be	
  incorporated	
  with	
  on-­‐going	
  plans	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  homeless	
  
encampment	
  at	
  Albany	
  Bulb.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Needs	
  Assessment	
  should	
  include	
  a	
  careful	
  consideration	
  of	
  the	
  number,	
  
demographic	
  characteristics,	
  and	
  need	
  for	
  housing	
  and	
  services	
  for	
  homeless	
  
people,	
  including	
  those	
  encamped	
  at	
  the	
  Albany	
  Bulb,	
  and	
  an	
  assessment	
  of	
  
whether	
  there	
  is	
  existing	
  capacity	
  to	
  house	
  the	
  homeless	
  in	
  Albany	
  or	
  whether	
  
additional	
  deeply	
  affordable	
  housing	
  with	
  supportive	
  services	
  is	
  required.	
  Note	
  
that	
  State	
  law	
  requires	
  that	
  cities	
  include	
  in	
  their	
  Housing	
  Element	
  an	
  
identification	
  of	
  sites/zones	
  where	
  development	
  of	
  homeless	
  shelters	
  is	
  
permitted	
  by	
  right	
  without	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  a	
  conditional	
  use	
  permit,	
  etc.	
  	
  In	
  
addition,	
  transitional	
  and	
  supportive	
  housing	
  must	
  be	
  treated	
  as	
  residential	
  
uses	
  and	
  not	
  subject	
  to	
  requirements	
  other	
  than	
  those	
  generally	
  placed	
  on	
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residential	
  development.	
  These	
  are	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  SB	
  2	
  requirements	
  (based	
  on	
  
the	
  bill	
  that	
  established	
  this	
  requirement).	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  	
  
Bob	
  Allen	
  
Acting	
  Executive	
  Director	
  	
  
Urban	
  Habitat	
  
















































